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by David Jon Fuller
f Rae Bridgman has anything to
say about it, the bad rap on snakes
ends now.

Bridgman found inspiration for her
young adult fantasy novel, The Serpent’s
Spell, in Narcisse, Manitoba, where red-
sided garter snakes hibernate en masse.
And then there was that mysterious
medallion she discovered as a child....

The Serpent’s Spell follows young Wil ¢

Wychwood, who, along with his cous-
in Sophie, attends Gruffud’ Academy.
This school. for maglc is located in
MiddleGate - a secret city in ‘Winnipeg's
Exchange District accessible onl.y by
supematu.ral means.
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was overwhe]med by the numbers of'

them and how people were respond-

ing to them. I thought this was just one

of the most amazing places on the
whole planet.”
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She !s a ong
mother of six. :
“One night we were reading with the
kids,” she says, “I think it was one of the
Harry Potter books, and everyone was just
spellbound, and [ thought, what a gift to
give to families all over the country —to be
able to sit together and enjoy a story this
way I'd like to do that for others.” ;
And while she acknowledges the

her: CS. Lewis, K. Rowling, and others,



